Nature or Nurture?  You Decide
“The Hatfields and McCoys”
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The infamous feud between the Hatfields and McCoys began years ago.   The first conflict started because there was hatred between the families as a result of one of the McCoys joining the Union army during the civil war.  After Harmon McCoy returned home in 1865, after being discharged for a broken leg, he was murdered within days.  Both of the families were among the first pioneers to settle the Tug Valley.  
 Tug Fork at Williamson, West Virginia and Pike County Kentucky and Mountain Map of the Feud

The next major conflict between the Hatfields and McCoys occurred in 1873 during a dispute over a pig.  Floyd Hatfield had claimed the hog his own while Randolph McCoy vehemently disagreed. The families were actually arguing over land and was actually claimed because he had wondered into the other families land and they took claim of him.  The case was taken to court and the McCoys lost as a result of testimony of a man related to both families.  Later, that man was murdered.
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Randel McCoy accused Floyd

McCoy of stealing one of his hogs.

This was a serious offense back then 

because hogs were a valuable part 

of the farming community

In 1881, the fued continued to simmer when Roseanna McCoy left her family to live with Johnse Hatfield, in West Virginia.   Eventually, Roseanna returned to the McCoys but then rekindled her relationship with Johnse.  He was kidnapped shortly afterward and Roseanna went to his family, the Hatfields.  They organized a rescue mission to get Johnse back.  Despite Roseanna’s efforts and the ridicule from her family, Johnse ran off with her cousin, Nancy McCoy in 1981.  
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“Hers is the classic story of a girl who loved too much. Young and starry-eyed, she blinded herself to clan hatreds, and one spring afternoon, claimed Johnse Hatfield as her lover and intended husband. Little did she know how completely her happiness was doomed. Nor that she would become fuel in America's most famous, brutal feud. Before she died of a broken heart eight years later, she would become a casualty in the mountain war that left her alone, pregnant, a family traitor, bereaved of five dead siblings and betrayed by lover, parent and, at last, her own mind and body.”  (Blue Ridge Country Mar/Apr Issue, 1996)
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The Hatfield clan in 1897


The violence between the Hatfields and the McCoys peaked when three of Randel McCoys sons fatally wounded Ellison Hatfield because he had insulted one of the sons on election day [image: image9.png]m\)khm
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in 1982.  
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“Devil Anse” Hatfield, brother of 

Ellison, retaliated for the murder of 
his brother by executing the 

three McCoy boys without a 

trial.


The violence among the Hatfields and McCoys was sporadic between 1982 and 1897 until a lawyer, named Perry Cline (distant cousin of Randolph McCoy) used his influence to pursue murder charges against the Hatfields and have them endicted to Kentucky to stand trial.  The legal system was slow and the end result was that the McCoys organized an effort to kidnap the Hatfields and bring them back to Kentucky.  The Hatfields became infuriated and responded with an attempt on Randel McCoys life in 1888. Randels home was burned and two more of his children were killed in this attack.

As a result of this last incident of violence the feud extended into the states of each of the families.  The governors of West Virginia and Kentucky ordered the National Guard in because of raids that were staged by the McCoys into Hatfield territory.  The Supreme Court became involved when West Virginia accused Kentucky of violating the extradition process by kidnapping the Hatfields.  The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Kentucky in 1889 and the eight Hatfield men were convicted of murder.  One of the Hatfields was hanged as a result of the murder of Randel McCoys daughter, Alifair McCoy from the 1888 attack intended to murder Randel. 

Watch the documentary about the Hatfields and McCoys.
Your job is to decide whether or not the Hatfield-McCoy feud was caused by nature (a genetic disease) or nurture (the environment and situations).
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                      Nature                                              Nurture
You must first read one of the following articles:

Hatfield-McCoy feud blamed on ‘rage’ disease
(or)

Disease Underlies Hatfield-McCoy Feud
Now you are ready to take your position.

Decide whether the Hatfield-McCoy feud was caused by the Genetic Disease (Nature) or as a result of the behviors and reactions of the two families (Nurture). 

Place your position statement on the top of the Position Statement Guideline.  Complete your Position Paper Guideline after reading the following required articles.  
Read one article from the opposing position and two from your position.

Position:  The Genetic Disease resulted in the Feud (Nature) Articles
What is VHL?
VHL Information Page
Von Hippel-Lindau syndrome
Position:  The behaviors and environment of both the Hatfields and McCoys resulted in the feud (Nurture)
Hatfield and McCoy Timeline
Hatfield-McCoy Feud Wikipedia
The Reunion They Said Would Never Happen
The Hatfield McCoy Feud:  Roseanna the Juliet of the Blue Ridge Mountains
You will then complete a position paper by Using the Formal Write Up page provided to you by your teacher.

Position Paper Template

A position paper may be used in Science in order to allow you to state your opinion about a particular topic.  This may be important in circumstances in which you desire to convince others to consider your viewpoint on a particular issue.  It is important that you back your position up using legitimate and accurate references.  

This template will help you gather information on both sides of your position so that you may not only explain your choice but so that you may also present a rebuttal to the opposite side.

Circle the statement that best represents your position about the Hatfield and McCoy feud.

CHOOSE ONE

The genetic disease, VHL, resulted in the Hatfield and McCoy feud. (Nature)
The behaviors and environment of both the Hatfields and McCoys resulted in the feud. (Nurture)
After reading one article about the opposing position and two articles about your position, list 4 arguments that agree with your position and 4 arguments that disagree with your position.
	Four arguments from articles that agree with your position
	Source

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Four arguments from the article that disagree with your position
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Use the following guidelines in order to complete your Position Paper

A good position paper will include:
· A brief introduction to your claim and background information about the debate
· How the issue affects each of the families in the feud 

· Justification based on information that you gathered in your research
· Quotes from your research about the issue;   

· Statistics to back up your position on the issue
· Actions taken by scientists or the family regard to the issue; 

· Conventions and resolutions that the Hatfields and McCoys have worked toward
· What you believe should be done to address the issue; 

· How the positions of other class members relate to your position 
Position Paper Tips
Keep it simple: To communicate strongly and effectively, avoid flowery wording and stick to uncomplicated language and sentence structure.
Get organized: Give each separate idea or proposal its own paragraph. Make sure each paragraph starts with a topic sentence.
Cite your sources: Use footnotes or endnotes to show where you found your facts and statistics. If you are unfamiliar with bibliographic form, look up the Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines at your school’s library.
Read and reread: Leave time to edit your position paper. Ask yourself if the organization of the paper makes sense and double-check your spelling and grammar.
Formal Write Up
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