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WHAT IS A CHROMOSOME?

Each cell in our body contains a lot of DNA. In fact, if you pulled the DNA from a
single human cell and stretched it out, it would be three meters long!

That's about as long as a car!

How does all of that DNA fit into a cell?
The DNA is packaged into compact units called
“chromosomes."

1. DNA is a very large molecule and we have a large amount
of DNA in each of our cells. How is it possible for all of
the DNA fit into our chromosomes?

2. Each human cell has 23 pairs, or 46 chromosomes.
Where do we get these chromosomes?




3. One set of chromosomes is labeled XY. What do these
chromosomes determine?

5. Do all organisms have the same number of chromosomes
in their cells?




