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Monarch Watch 2004
1-888-TAGGING

www.monarch@KU.EDU
www.MonarchWatchATCH.org
PROBLEM


You will measure the length (growth) of your monarch larvae over a period of days (approximately 2 weeks).  You are going to take care of your larvae very carefully in order to give them the best chance to develop into butterflies.  You will tag and release your butterflies and participate in Monarch Watch 2001!

MATERIALS

Butterfly Larvae




Tagging Supplies

Milkweed





Journal

Metric Ruler




Container with Lid

PROCEDURE

1. Obtain the 3-5 day old larvae.

2. Measure the length (mm) of your larvae each day and record it in the chart below.

3. Each day, feed the larvae with fresh milkweed leaves and clean their containers using a small brush.

4. The larvae will form their chrysallis.  At this time do not disturb them, but check them daily.

5. When the butterfly emerges, carefully place the sticky tag on the wing according to the directions from Kansas State University.

6. Release your butterfly.

OBSERVATIONS AND ANALYSIS
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CONCLUSION

1. How long did it take your butterfly to change from the larval form to  an adult butterfly.

2. What types of conditions might effect the development of the butterflies?

3. Look at your data table and describe the relationship between the length of the larvae and the time (number of days).

4. Using the internet or library resources, identify and describe the various stages of butterfly development.

5. After watching the film on Monarch Migration, describe the pattern of migration which butterflies follow.
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