Sweet Is Not Always The Best Treat

First Case of Biological Warfare
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In 400 BC Persian King Artaxerxes II defeated an army of Greek mercenaries led by his brother Cyrus. Cyrus was killed in this coup attempt and his Greek army retreated under the command of the Athenian general , Xenophon. On their way home they camped at Trabon on the Black Sea, an idyllic site.

The hills were covered with rhododendrons and the woods had many, many beehives. The hungry soldiers feasted on the beehives and honey with some very dramatic results. All the soldiers who ate the honey lost their senses, vomited, became delirious, and could not stand on their legs. Xenophon’s army was defeated.
